FACT SHEET
Conspiracy Theories and Radicalisation

Historically, extremist groups across the ideological spectrum have used conspiracy theories not only to
produce violence and lure recruits, but to validate their worldviews as well. Extremist groups use conspiracy theories as a way to legitimise their violence and generally exploit those conspiracy theories which have
a strong emotional appeal. Conspiracy theories when paired with misinformation and disinformation can
lead to extremist narratives carrying mass appeal, especially if they are linked to prevailing socio-political
and economic concerns.
Covid 19 and 5G
Conspiracy theories themselves have always been a part of society, both online and in the pre- World
Wide Web age. The Covid 19 pandemic has led to a big increase in the time many spend online, as well
as economic uncertainty and severe disruption to daily life. These circumstances have all lent themselves
to the growth and dissemination of conspiracy theories. At the start of the Covid 19 pandemic, a conspiracy theory linking 5G to Covid 19 emerged. These theories have caused some people stress and anxiety
and, in some cases, led to acts of criminal damage against the 5G infrastructure, or harassment of engineers installing such infrastructure.
In May 2020, the UK Government confirmed that scientific experts at the World Health Organisation had
found no evidence of a link between 5G and coronavirus. It further confirmed that viruses cannot travel on
radio waves or mobile networks, and that coronavirus is also spreading in many countries that do not have
5G mobile networks.
More information on Covid 19 and 5G Conspiracy Theories can be found here:
Public Health England have separately reported that the growth in use of 5G should present no consequences to public health (https://www.gov.uk/government/
publications/5g-technologies-radio-waves-and-health/5gtechnologies-radio-waves-and-health ).
The conspiracy theories have also been debunked by the UK’s
mobile phone networks EE, O2, Three and Vodafone, which
have issued a joint statement highlighting there is no scientific
evidence of any link between 5G and coronavirus.
Ofcom has also issued guidance to address the myths around
5G and coronavirus: https://www.ofcom.org.uk/about-ofcom/
latest/features-and-news/clearing-up-myths-5g-and-coronavirus
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QAnon
What is Qanon?
QAnon began as an internet-based conspiracy theory with its origins in the US, whose followers believe
that an anonymous figure that they call ‘Q’ has been posting secret information onto a variety of websites
in order to drop clues about a vast conspiracy. This conspiracy alleges that Donald Trump is waging a battle against a secret cabal of Democratic politicians, billionaires, and Hollywood celebrities. It further alleges
that this cabal are secretly engaged in widescale child sex trafficking and the abuse of children, in order to
extract a chemical from their blood called andrenochrome, which followers of this belief think has lifeextending properties.
No factual evidence has ever been presented for any part of the conspiracy theory. Despite this, it has
gained traction and support, both online and offline, across a wide cross-section of the population in the
United States, United Kingdom, Australia, Germany, and elsewhere.
The central conspiracy theory has since been expanded to encapsulate events and subjects as wide ranging as the JFK assassination, 5G and Covid-19. It is impossible to list in a single fact sheet all the conspiracy theories to which supporters of the QAnon movement may subscribe. The particular theories to which
supporters will subscribe will depend on many factors such as their own worldview and personal experiences, and some may subscribe to some elements of a theory but not others. Elements of the QAnon
conspiracy theory are anti-Semitic and it is a broadly far-right movement, although it has many variations.
New conspiracy theories constantly emerge in response to world
events. The common characteristic of the QAnon movement is a
distrust of government and big-business, a belief that these institutions intend harm upon others, and a conviction that information
is being withheld from the general public.
QAnon is not a central movement, it has no stated policies or
goals, and it is not controlled by any one individual or group.
However, as a movement it has proven remarkably resilient. Any
attempt to deconstruct or disprove the conspiracy theories by
mainstream media, public figures, law enforcement agencies or
others is claimed as proof by its adherents that a conspiracy does
indeed exist amongst these institutions.

QAnon has some influence in mainstream American politics. In November 2020, Marjorie Taylor Greene, a Republican businesswoman, became the first supporter of the
QAnon conspiracy theory to win a US house seat after being declared the winner in Georgia’s 14th congressional
district.
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In 2019, an FBI memo listed QAnon as a potential terror
threat, stating that it is very likely to “occasionally drive both
group and individual extremists to carry out criminal or violent acts.” Numerous attempted and successful acts of violence have since been committed by individuals who have
endorsed QAnon.

QAnon in the United Kingdom

The movement as it exists in the United Kingdom is different in character to that which
originated (and which still exists) in the United States, with its adherents in the UK often
seeking to exploit and incorporate anti-5G, anti-lockdown and anti-vaccination sentiment.
It has also sought to exploit legitimate concerns about child sexual exploitation or human
trafficking through vague slogans such as ‘Save Our Children’. Indirectly too, the movement has capability to cause harm through undermining trust in public institutions and,
specifically, vaccination programmes intended to protect individuals against Covid-19.
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(Disclaimer: Hampshire County Council is not responsible for and does not endorse the content of
third party websites).
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The Home Office has launched a ‘Share Checklist’ for
people to use to check information they read online is
not harmful or misleading, before they share it with
others: https://sharechecklist.gov.uk/
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